
Fed-up locals help cops bust parties 
Complaints in Pine Hills lead police to 3 loud parties, resulting in arrests of a 

half-dozen students 

By BRYAN FITZGERALD, Staff writer 
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ALBANY — Aggravated year-round residents of Pine Hills have helped police bust three 

raucous college parties in the last nine days, leading to the arrests of a half-dozen 

students. 

 

Two parties less than a block from one another were broken up Friday night and early 

Sunday morning after neighbors called to complain of noise, police said. 

On Jan. 14, a neighbor's complaint led police to a party on Morris Street as well. 

Police and local government officials say the busts are due to both increased police 

diligence and efforts by the community to dissolve the parties that they say diminish 

their quality of life. 

 

"There's a combined effort to really crack down on this," said Albany Common 

Council member Anton Konev, whose district covers a large portion of Pine Hills. 

Konev said the spotlight thrown on the neighborhood after last March's "kegs and eggs" 

melee has encouraged neighbors to report parties, which have long been a source of 

contention between students and homeowners. 

 

"This is something we've been trying to combat for years," Konev said, "changing the 

culture of students who treat this neighborhood as theirs and only theirs." 

At 11:30 p.m. Friday, neighbors told police there was a noisy gathering near the corner 

of Quail and State streets, said Officer James Miller. Police arrived at 170 Quail St. and 

found a party crowded with minors drinking, Miller said. 

 

One of the apartment's residents, Ronald Martino, 19, was charged with providing 

alcohol to minors. Another student who lives at the apartment, Anthony Campisi, was 
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arrested on a warrant for failure to appear in court on a unrelated noise ordinance 

violation, Miller said. 

 

About 24 hours later, another neighbor called police just after midnight to say there was 

a loud party near the corner of State and Ontario streets. Police arrested Robert 

Kirby and Michael Cariello, both of whom live in the apartment and were allegedly 

hosting a party at their home at which underage people were drinking. Kirby, 21, and 

Cariello, 20, also were charged with providing alcohol to minors. 

A friend of the pair also was arrested as police were about to take Kirby and Cariello 

into custody. Eric Waldon got between the officers and his friends, attempting to 

prevent the arrests. 

 

"I'd rather jeopardize my future than let them arrest my friends," Waldon, 21, said, 

according to an arrest report. 

Waldon was charged with obstruction of governmental administration. The arrest report 

listed Waldon's condition at the time as "impaired." 

 

Waldon, Kirby, Cariello, Martino and Campisi are all students at the University at 

Albany, Miller said. All five were arraigned in Albany City Court and released. 

Those arrests came less than a week after a neighbor's complaint resulted in two 19-

year-old men being charged for allegedly hosting a keg party for 120 people. In 

exchange for a $5 entry fee, Nicholas Coppola and Christopher Hagan gave 

partygoers at 442 Morris St., many of whom were underage, access to both cases of 

beer and a half-keg of beer, Miller said. Coppola and Hagan were each charged with 

selling alcohol to minors and selling alcoholic beverages. 

 

Coppola is a student at Hudson Valley Community College. 

In November, three UAlbany students were arrested for cramming 300 people into their 

apartment at 556 Washington Ave. for a party. 
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