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Social Host
Who is a?

Any person, adult or minor, providing a location for underage drinking.[ [

Not just a minor problem...

Social host refers to someone who hosts a party where alcohol is served on property they control. Social hosts can be held responsible for 
these parties if underage people are served, regardless of who furnishes the alcohol. Teen parties are a primary setting for underage 
drinking for high school and college students and high consumption of alcohol and binge drinking.

Underage drinking is also very much an adult problem. With adults who purchase 
alcohol for those under age 21; look the other way when teens talk about their 
drinking exploits; and host teenage drinking parties in their homes, many 
communities struggle to prevent underage drinking.

Holding adults responsible for underage drinking parties is a pro-active step for 
concerned communities but can be difficult. Law enforcement officials are typically 
not able to determine who provided the alcohol when they arrive on the scene of a 
teenage drinking party. Therefore, laws that prohibit furnishing alcohol to youth 
under 21 years old can be hard to enforce.

42.2   of local high 

schoolers reported they

got the alcohol they 

drank from someone

giving it to them. 
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Social host ordinances give communities a practical tool for holding adults accountable. 
These laws allow law enforcement to cite the individual who hosted the underage 
drinking party on their property. More than 150 cities (including Grand Forks) or 
counties and 24 states have adopted social host ordinances.

How to prevent social hosting?

Central Valley Health District
www.centralvalleyhealth.org

Region 6 Par tnership for Success
www.prevention.nd.gov


